COLUMBIA COUNTY PARKS, RECREATION, AND EVENTS DEPARTMENT
7-8 GIRLS – COACH PITCH RULES

I - GOVERNING AUTHORITY

A. Any rules not covered by the CCPRE Department will be covered first by Dixie Softball Rules 
II - FIELD SPECIFICATIONS
BASES 60 FT
III - PLAYER EQUIPMENT AND UNIFORMS

A.
Steel spikes are not allowed.
B.
Catchers must wear full protective equipment. 

C.
All players will wear protective helmets WITH FACE MASK while batting and running the bases. When an umpire witnesses a runner deliberately removing her helmet during a live ball situation, the violator will be declared out.
IV - RULES

A. 
 A regulation game shall consist of one hour.  If the timer goes off in the middle of an inning, we will finish that at bat. Teams will play with 10 players on defense.
B.
If there is a lead of 10 runs after 3 ½ innings with home team leading the game or 4 innings with the visiting team leading, the game will end.

C.
The continuous batting order is in effect.  Six runs or three outs will constitute an inning.  Once a team has made three outs or the sixth runner scores, teams will change offensively and defensively.
D.
Defensive changes must be made every inning.  Example:  If a team has 13 players and ten start the first inning, the three substitutions enter the game at the top of the second inning defensively.   
E.
The infield fly rule is not in effect.
F.   A courtesy runner may be allowed for the catcher. The runner must be the player who made the last out.

G. Base runners will only be allowed one base on an overthrow to 1st base. On other bases, runners may continue to advance at their own risk until the ball is controlled on the infield and time is granted. When time is granted runners must then return to the base they last occupied.
H. There will be no base on balls.  The Coach will pitch from 35’ chalk line.
I. Head first sliding is not allowed.  A dive back into a base to avoid being put out is not considered a head first slide.
J. The catcher is not required to catch the third strike.
K. Dead Ball – If the ball hits the coach, the ball shall be ruled “dead” and the batter will be awarded 1st base without liability of being put-out and any base runner forced to do so will be awarded one base.  All base runners not forced to advance to another base will remain where they are.

V - SPECIAL RULES

A.  The home team will be responsible or the official score book and will sit on the first base side of the field.  

B. Only one coach and two assistants may be within the confines of the dugout during the game.  Only the Head Coach will confer with the umpire, then only for one minute during a charged conference granted by the umpire. 

        C.    Tobacco use of any kind is not permitted in the dugout or on the field before, during or immediately after the game.

        D.    Coach must notify the CCPRE Department in case of injury to any player whether the accident occurred at practice or at a game. Injured players must be cleared by the CCPRE Department before they can play or practice.

        E.    When a team is ahead after four complete innings of play and the game is called because of darkness, rain, or any other
              cause, it shall be a legal game and the team ahead will be declared the winner.  Games called because of rain, darkness or   

              other reason before they become regulation shall be resumed from the point of termination.
VI - PITCHING MACHINE SUPPLEMENT
A. All pitching will be done by the offensive team coach or representative. Coaches must have at least one foot on chalk line.
B. Defensive player in the pitcher’s position must be within six feet of the pitching plate, but no closer than 35 feet of home plate when the pitch is delivered.

C. Coaches pitching should hurry off of the playing area when a ball is put in play. A coach’s interference during a live play will be up to the judgment of the umpire. Coaches may help position a batter while in the box but cannot instruct once a ball is put into play.
D.  No base on balls is allowed.  Each player will receive a maximum of 6 pitches. The batter may continue to bat if the 6th pitch is fouled off.

VII - PLAYERS & SPECTATORS CONDUCT

A.    Unsportsmanlike conduct from coaches, players, or spectators is unacceptable, and will result in disciplinary action by CCRD.  Coaches may be held responsible for the actions of his/her team’s players, assistant coaches, fans, and spectators

FOR SCHEDULES, SCORES, STANDINGS, AND OTHER LEAGUE NEWS AND UPDATES PLEASE VISIT www.QuickScores.com/ColumbiaCountyGA
